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2023 was filled with exciting challenges and success stories. The post-COVID era saw changes in people’s attitude
towards participating online, which meant some brothers and sisters have stopped attending in-person and | miss
seeing their faces. Our average age is getting older and that brings changes to expectations and needs. The
significant number of new immigrants flowing into our church put a tremendous strain onto our ministries, from
children Sunday schools at capacity, to the lack of available rooms for the different groups and fellowships, to the
coordination of everything in between causing tangible friction between teams. We also cannot disregard the
impact that high inflation placed on many families.

In spite of these challenges, | am proud of how we came together and accomplished so much. The immigrant
ministry has become a rock for many new comers, from helping them settle in Calgary to teaching them useful
English skills. The worship ministry continued to thrive and expanded our knowledge of music and lyrics. The special
needs ministry excelled, with many families joining and commenting how they have finally found people to walk
with them. The children ministry is a pillar of our church and has fostered many youths that have become leaders
themselves. The Manna ministry has offered tangible assistance to many families in need. There are many more
and | don’t have enough room to list every triumph.

This year we welcomed key pieces to our pastoral team (Wilson and Open), our ministry team (Claire and Vicky),
and our office team (Elaine and Alice). Pastor Simon received much deserved recognition as our lead pastor for the
Mandarin congregation. As our church continues to grow, we ask God to call the right leaders to join us (senior
pastor, English lead pastor, operations officer). There may be other opportunities to come, too.

All these changes created pressure on our church and healthy conflicts on all ministry teams. Our church leaders
had to respond decisively. Every step we took required team work and coordination. Team work is the one thing
that the church board expects our leaders to demonstrate. We must recognize how our individual decisions may
affect others. We believe God has put the right people on our team, and we must work together. Each one of us
must be mindful and think how we can serve others, not how others can serve me. At SCCEFC, we move forward
together.

As | look forward to 2024, | trust that God will guide us to grow stronger, both spiritually and physically. &
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Respectfully submitted,

Samson Lui

CANTONESE CONGREGATION: Jayson Tam (Lead Pastor) BEiBE: :8 F 5 AN (FFBNE)
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The year 2023 was a year of full recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic. Starting from July, we officially ceased online
broadcasting of Sunday worship. The majority of fellowships or small groups, including the Fountain of Love and Tai Chi
classes, resumed physical gatherings. However, Wednesday prayer meetings, English for Fun classes, and some Sunday
school courses continued to be conducted online for the convenience of participants.

The mission of the church is to evangelize and disciple, with both aspects being interdependent. Without a disciple
community for new believers, growth is hindered. Similarly, without the continual addition of new believers to disciple
communities, the transmission of faith breaks down. Therefore, | will outline the developments in these two ministry areas
in the year 2023.

Concerning evangelism, apart from promoting "mini Alpha" by various small groups or Pastoral zones, we continued to
use the "EE3" as a tool for personal evangelism. Noteworthy events included two evangelistic meetings: the "Peace
Evangelistic Concert" in March, co-organized with the One Heart Circle, and our in-house production, "Heartwarming
Christmas," in December. These events collectively led to 13 new friends making decisions for Christ. Including other
evangelistic efforts, a total of 25 new believers completed the “Growth in Eight-Lessons” new believer’s follow up course.

Additionally, in September, the church collaborated with the One Heart Circle for the first time in organizing a "Dubai
Short-term Mission." Six members from the Cantonese congregation participated, serving the Chinese, African, and
Pakistani communities in Dubai.

In discipleship, the pastoral team continued to promote a pastoral structure at the Pastoral zone and small group to foster
a sticky fellowship, with transparent life sharing and mutual accountability. In the middle of the year, Pastor Leung Ting
Yick was invited from the United States to speak on several topics related to "church small groups." By the end of this year,
three Pastoral zones—Youth zone, Couples zone, and Adult zone—had been established. Despite facing initial challenges,
they are making efforts to improve and experiencing both qualitative and quantitative growth.

Sunday school (including the recently introduced weekday school) remains a crucial platform for discipleship. In 2023, a
total of 23 Sunday school courses were offered, with an average attendance of 144 people. "Group Leader Training" and
"Disciples Growth Groups" are particularly emphasized, serving as the "power plants" for nurturing leaders. Furthermore,
there are Bible study classes or courses offered by external organizations, such as 4C Bible Study, Word of Life, SPCL Bible
Classroom, and Bible Study Fellowship. Many brothers and sisters in the Cantonese congregation have deepened their
understanding of God's Word through these platforms. Lastly, in 2023, a total of 14 individuals transferred and joined the
Cantonese congregation as members. &

Respectfully submitted,

Jayson Tam



ENGLISH CONGREGATION: Randy Rohrick (Lead Pastor) ZEEBE: Randy Rohrick (B84 E)

”"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.“ Romans 15:13 NIV

Itis a little overwhelming for me to think that as you read this report | have retired! Overall, | have served as pastor
for 42 years and have been with you for close to three and a half years. It has been an enjoyable and rich time.

As | reflect on 2023, | continue to see God's faithfulness in the midst of a growing South E Free. Each congregation
has grown in unique ways. In the Cantonese congregation | have seen a great influx of immigrants that have been
helped by a caring and serving people. In the Mandarin congregation | have seen them consistently staying the
course in leading people to a new faith in Jesus. It has been a pleasure to work with Pastor Simon and Pastor Jayson
as co-lead pastors. Both these men work hard and are diligent in doing their best to first walk with God and then
shepherd and lead God’s people. In our English congregation, the main growth | have witnessed, is in the
development and Christ-likeness of leaders.

Our EMOT, Stephen Pun, Glenna Fung, Ren Tung and James Pan have served faithfully and with a strong desire to
see our congregation make a difference in the world we live in. Stephen always challenges us to walk closely with
the Lord. Glenna has a heart to see newcomers find their way and become connected with others. Ren has a passion
to reach out to those in need that they may see Christ in our love and message. And James has done an outstanding
job of nurturing our worship teams. | am so thankful to serve with this team.

| have also seen others from our congregation take on leadership roles with maturity and a sense of joy. Caleb Lok
and Ashley Kwok have served on our CB with excitement and a clear love for Jesus and our church. Andrew Li is
heading up our Church Pastoral Search Committee and Lynda Huang is heading up our Church Nomination
Committee, both with a sense of expertise and strong leadership skills. | have appreciated Byron Woo, who serves
as our elder and prays and assists others in their spiritual path. Alison Chow and Ren Tung continue to lead a team
to help others in need through our Manna program.

There are so many others who faithfully serve Jesus and his people in our English congregation. Many of those who
serve, will bring their kids along and make it a family affair!

Now let me tell you about how blessed we are with our English staff.

Pastor Adriel has given so much of himself in serving our youth and parents. It is only fitting that the last half of this
year he has been on a well deserved sabbatical. | know he has been missed but will return soon in 2024. Adriel has
a unigue way of encouraging, others including our staff. We too look forward to having him back. A special thank
you goes out to our lay leaders who stepped up and provided leadership during Adriel’s absence.

Then there is Pastor Calvin who | have seen develop in his leadership skills by leaps and bounds in this past year.
His confidence, communication and overall involvement in many ministries has proven to be invaluable to us.

| will also include comments in regard to our children’s pastor, Crystal. In the last year | met with a number of our
small groups and asked them why they choose to call South Efree their home. Many expressed their appreciation
of children’s ministry. She loves our children and seeks to work with our parents and teacher/ helpers to always
improve what is already an effective ministry. And besides all this, she makes an effort to connect with all our staff
and make us feel important and appreciated.

Let me also mention our admin team headed up by the amazing Nora, our computer expert, Gordon and diligent
Sam who keeps our place in great condition. | hope we all take time to let them know how important their behind
their scenes work is instrumental in the function of our church.



Here are some bullet highlights of 2023:

= Sermon series included Next Level Living (Mtt. 5-7), Supremacy of God (I/1l Thessalonians), Christ, Church and
Culture and a Christmas focus. Calvin, Adriel, Stephen and myself participated in preaching.

= Staff Retreatin May

= District Conference and Teaching Time at Okotoks in June
= Summer VBS

= Congregational Retreat in September

= Missions month with varied speakers

| give a special word of thanks to our Church Board. Samson, Ray, Caleb and Ashley have shown an “all in” attitude
as they have faithfully given their best to lead our church. They have a strong desire to see us move forward and
continue to grow and mature in Christ. We are blessed.

And finally, | say a special word of love and gratitude to my wife, Cheryl who is a “behind the scenes” person and
has served to help me on every level of ministry. She is a gift to be sure.

| look forward to my new advisory role in 2024. This will include continuing to work with EMOT and CB and a few
teaching/preaching times. &
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With love and respect,

Randy Rohrick

MANDARIN CONGREGATION: Simon Xiang (Lead Pastor) BliEE: @IBEE (FEHE)
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| hereby submit the following report on behalf of the pastoral team, deacons, and ministry committee to the members of
the Mandarin Congregation.

2023 marked the final year of the three-year annual ministry plan series for the Mandarin Congregation, focusing on
"Deeper Understanding of God," "Deeper Experience with God," and "More Serving for God." Looking back, we have truly
experienced the meaning of Jesus' words, "My grace is sufficient for you." In times of calm, the grace of the Lord brings
encouragement, preventing us from becoming complacent. In times of turbulence, His grace provides strength, giving us
the courage to press on.

Over the past year, we have witnessed many miraculous leadings and provisions from Jesus, enriching the ministry of the
Mandarin Congregation. | would like to share some highlights with all our brothers and sisters here.

4C Bible Study: This semester, we studied the theme of "Salvation by Faith" through the books of Romans and James. The
4C Bible Study adopts a systematic approach to guide participants in studying the Bible book by book. Apart from
participating in weekly discussions on practical applications and listening to teachers explain the Bible, participants also
spend time reading lecture notes and completing assignments during the week. Although it requires a significant
investment of time and energy, participants in the 4C Bible Study find great joy because the Word of God truly empowers
them. The enthusiasm of the participants encourages those serving in the study, leading them to wholeheartedly organize,
lead, and teach. Their hearts are filled with gratitude.

Summer Group Camping: This year, the Mandarin Congregation continued to organize group camping activities, aiming
to invite new friends to connect with the church and experience the beauty of the love among brothers and sisters. We
chose a campsite near the town of Golden, BC for the camping event. In order to share the gospel, we intentionally
reserved many spots for new friends to join. With the wholehearted dedication of the Mandarin Congregation members,
this year's camping event left a deep impression on all participants. Many new friends were subsequently invited to join
the Mandarin Congregation's Alpha course and continue attending Mandarin Sunday worship. As part of the Mandarin
Congregation's evangelistic efforts, the group camping achieved wonderful results.

Summer Outdoor Worship: This year, the Mandarin Congregation invited theological students from the Ambrose
Seminary to lead worship. The program design this year emphasized outdoor worship elements, allowing all participants
to experience the joy of worshiping freely in nature. Organizing the outdoor worship was challenging in many aspects due
to the larger number of worship leaders and the complexity of sound system setup. Given the high attendance, arranging
meals and childcare was also challenging. Through the grace of the Lord and the united efforts of Mandarin Congregation
volunteers, this year's outdoor worship was perfect in every aspect. Indeed, the Lord's grace is sufficient for us!

Mandarin Alpha Course: This year marked the second year of the Mandarin Congregation independently hosting the
Alpha Course. Those serving in the planning and organization have gained more experience. We are very grateful that
Mandarin Congregation members actively participated and enthusiastically invited family and friends to join. Those
responsible for organizing the course felt very thankful because they sensed the passion for evangelism and willingness to
serve among brothers and sisters. The acceptance, inclusivity, and affirmation from everyone are the most powerful
encouragement for those serving. Through the joint efforts of everyone, the church's ministry has thrived over the ten
weeks of service, cultivating many dedicated service workers for South Calgary Chinese Evangelical Free Church.

Clay Music Gospel Concert: We thank the Lord for giving the Mandarin Congregation the opportunity to invite the well-
known Clay Music team to hold a gospel concert in Calgary. They ignited a wave of evangelism in the Chinese churches in
Calgary. We originally planned to host a concert at South E Free, but the Clay Music team, with greater confidence,
proposed to hold three concerts in Calgary over a weekend! As a result, all three concerts were full, with nearly twenty
people making decisions for Christ at each event. Organizing such a gospel concert allowed us to witness the mighty power
of the gospel once again. We deeply feel that the gospel is still the good news that meets the needs of the human heart.
Only through the salvation of Jesus can thirsty souls find comfort.




Christmas Celebration: The Christmas celebration hosted by the Mandarin Congregation is becoming increasingly beloved
by brothers and sisters. There were many breakthroughs in various aspects of this year's event. Firstly, there was a
breakthrough in the number of registrations. We initially planned for 300 participants, but after two days of open
registration, the number had already exceeded the original plan. With the efforts of the organizing team, more than 400
people attended the Christmas Eve banquet. These over 400 people, like one big family, gathered together to celebrate
Christmas, truly a grace and blessing from God. In addition to the number of participants, each fellowship had a significant
breakthrough in involvement in this Christmas celebration. Every fellowship's program was fantastic, full of vitality and
enthusiasm. Through creative presentations, brothers and sisters expressed their love for the Lord, making this year's
Christmas celebration very impactful. A special thanksgiving for this year's Christmas celebration is the well-organized
aspects in all areas, thanks to the silent contributions of the volunteers behind the scenes. Through the voluntary
contributions of them, whether in program organization, food preparation, venue arrangement, sound and lighting, every
aspect was meticulously arranged. We truly thank the Lord for His grace! Thanks to the Lord for bringing many brothers
and sisters with gifts and talents, who are also devoted and love the Lord, to participate in various aspects of service in
South E Free. When we are willing to use the gifts and talents given by God for the prosperity of the gospel, each in their
own role and in cooperation with each other, the church's ministry will become more and more prosperous.

Mandarin Congregation's 2024 Ministry Outlook: In 2024, the Mandarin Congregation will embark on a new three-year
annual ministry plan series. The theme for 2024 is "Following Jesus, Igniting Passion for the Gospel," 2025 is "Leaving the
Wilderness, Taking Up the Ministry of the Saints," and 2026 is "No Longer Deluded, Recognizing the Mission of the Church."
It is hoped that through this three-year plan, the Mandarin Congregation will once again start with the gospel, reacquaint
themselves with the mission of being chosen and called by God to be disciples of Christ, and lead the congregation towards
revival.

We are thankful for having South E Free, a church family full of love and grace. In such a community of faith, we can
encourage and support each other as we journey together on the way to heaven. May the grace and peace of Jesus be
with every brother and sister in South E Free. Let us continue to impact lives with our lives, bearing the best witness for
the Lord! ¥

Respectfully submitted,

Simon Xiang

CHILDREN MINISTRY: Crystal Sun (Director) REET : & & (ELEMA)

Ministry Highlights
1. Orange Conference:

During the end of April, Crystal, Leone and Claire went to Atlanta to attend a family ministry conference called the
Orange Conference. The workshops were very inspiring and gave them strategies and practical tools to bring back
to our church to use.

2. VBS:

We hosted our biggest VBS ever with 142 children registered for the Twists and Turns VBS that was on July 17 -
21, 2023. We included a full day kindergarten VBS camp along with the Grade 1 - 6 camp. The children learned
that having Jesus as their Savior is the game changer as they live through the twists and turns of life. Our leaders



took the time to explain the gospel to their small group of children and many accepted Jesus as their Savior! Thank
you to the 57 faithful brothers and sisters in Christ who served as teachers, leaders, decorators and helpers. We
are thankful that some kids, who did not go to church before, are now joining us for fellowship at Agapeland. May
the Lord bless and grow the connections that were made during this gospel camp!

Summer Students:

This summer we were blessed to have Zechariah Wang and Nathan Law as our summer students. They were able
to increase their experience in organizing fellowship gatherings for teens and retreats, lead assemblies and other
volunteers during the VBS camp, and grow their administrative skills. Along with their work, Pastor Adriel and
Crystal met with them weekly in the spirit of discipleship through reading, sharing and prayer.

Increase in Children:

Agapeland reached its maximum number of children in most of the fellowships on the first week that registration
was opened. The leadership group decided to increase the number of children per fellowship and we still ended
up full for the Shooting Star and Faith Knight fellowships. The maximum number is influenced by the room size as
well as the ratio of teachers to children. This has been a big challenge as we want to accept everyone but we
cannot because of our limiting factors. Sunday ministries also increased with many new children attending. Please
help us to pray for more brothers and sisters to serve and for wisdom to know how to proceed in the future.
Please also pray for the existing leaders as we take time to recruit and train teachers.

Special Needs:

a. Sunday School - Sensory Teens (N002) reopened in Jan. 2023. Currently, we have three teens and one child
in our sensory rooms with one-on-one aides. Also, we have eleven children with special needs who are able
to participate in our typical Sunday School. Seven of these children need and have supporting aides. Training,
strategies and tools were provided to those who serve as aides and teachers to give them skills and
encouragement as they support children with special needs at our church.

b. On Oct 13-15th, thirteen SN families from the Mandarin and Cantonese congregations had a blessed retreat
in Kananaskis. About twenty brothers and sisters from other fellowships went to the camp to support with
child care on 14th, so that the parents can have a peace of mind to spend their time sharing, in devotion and
strengthening their relationship with God.

Playgroup:
In June we held another playgroup for moms and their babies. It was a great opportunity for mothers to fellowship

and also a chance for them to get to know the Children Ministries at SCCEFC. We plan to continue offering
playgroup gatherings in 2024. ¥
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Respectfully submitted,

Crystal Sun



